The Call to Family,
Community, and
Participation

Joan Resenhauer
JanuaR/A 1552006

The Call to Family, Community,
and Participation

¢ Human Person—Sacred and Social
+» Family—Fundamental Unit of Society.

¢ IHow we erganize seclety—
econemics, poelitics, 1aw;, poelicy—
aifects the common geed

o EVEnRy persen hias a rnghit and duty te
pParcipate N ShapING SeCIELY,




Deuteronomy 31

s 9

— When Moeses had written down this law, he entrusted it
to the levitical priests who carry the ark of the covenant
of the LORD, and to all the elders ofi Israel,

¢ 10

— 1 giving them this order: “On the feast of Booths, at the
prescribed time in the year ofi relaxation which comes at
the end of every seven-year period,

s 11

— 2 when all'Israel gees torappear before the LORD; your
God, inthe place which e cheeses,, you shall read this
law aloudiin: the presence: off all lsrael.

& 12

— Assemble the people--men, Women and childiren;, as well
as the aliensiwhe live iR youlr communities--that“they
may/ hear it andilearn it;, and sosfear the LORID; your
Goed, andl careftlly/ehsernve all the words of this law.

Lv. 19:9-10

When you reap the harvest of your
land, you shall net be so thereugh
that yoeu reap the field te Its, veny
edge, nor shall you glean the: stray,
ears off grain... fhese things you shall
leave o) the peer and the alien: |,
the LORID;, amiyoeur God:




Deuteronomy 5

16

— ‘Honor your father and your mother, as the LORD, your God,
has commanded you, that you may have a long life and
prosperity in the land which the LORD, your Ged, Is giving
you.

17

— “Youl shalll not kill:

18

— Youl shall net commit adultery.

19

— *You| shallfnot: steal.

20)

— Youshallfnet: bear dishenest Witiess against: yourt neighboer:

241

— Youlshallfnet covet yourneighbors wife: Yourshallfnot desire
yourrneighberrsthouserorbield;noer histmaleror femalersiave;
NEIF RIS GX% Or ass; Ao anythina that 1seleongs: te: Mimk:

2

— “hesenwordsy andinething more; the LORDIspekewith a loud
V/OICE! o youlFEntirerassembly onrthermountain fiteom the midst
off the fire and the dense’ clotd:

Matthew 22

¢ 36
— "Teacher, which commandment in the law: is
the greatest?”
¢ 37
— He said to him, *Yoeul shall love the Lord, your
God, with all'yoeur heart, with all your seul, and
withralllyeur mind.
¢ 38
— Jhisiis the greatest and the first
commandmient.
¢ 39

— Jihe second s ke iit: You: shalltloyveryour:
neighber as yeursell:




Acts 2:44-5

All'who believed were tegether and
had all things 1 cemmon; and they.
seld thelr pessessions; and goeeds and
distrbuited them te all; asiany had
need:

Marriage & Family

* The well-being ofi the individual person
and off both human and Christian society Is
closely bound up with the healthy state off
the community of marriage and the
ramuly, e Church in the Viedera
Werld 47

¢ [he first and fundamental structure for a
“human ecolegy ™ Isi the family, fieunded on
marrage;, Inwhich the mutual: gift of selii
as husband and wife: creates an
Environment i which children; cans oe boern
ziglel ejfavy tie, Rnle =liinlelfeelin N (azir, #EY




Community.

It Is Imperative that ne ene ... would
iIndulge in a merely individualistic
morality. The best way to fulfill one’s
obligatiens of justice and leve Is to
contribute to the common geod according
te one's means and the needs, of others,
and alse e promoie and helprpublic and
private erganizations deveted! te hetterng
thecondivensioiiieriihelChatrchNnpitie
Vied etV erdd-s0

Community

The true measure of humanity is essentially.
determined in relationship to suffering and
to the sufferer. This holds true both for the
Individual and for seciety. A seciety unable
to accept Its suffering members and support
them through their suffering...is a cruel and
Inhuman; seciety. Yet society cannet accept
IS sulifering members and support them: in
their triials tnless individuals are capalle: o
doeingl se themselves; mereover, the
Individuzal cannoet accept anetherrs suiiernng
unless hie persenally isiable to find meaning
N sulerng irtithrandjustce must stand
abeve my: comiot and physicalwell=lseing,
o else my liienitselithecemes alie (Spe
Sz, Nos g8)




Community

The Eucharist commits us to the poor.

—--Catechism of the Cathoelic Church,
No. 1397

TThe Eucharist is net merely an expression
off communien In| the Churech’s life; It Is
alse a preject oii selidarity’ for all o
RUmanity:

==V 2nesNopischiprDomine;
Ney, 27

Universal Destination of Goods

¢ God gave the earth to the whole human race for
the sustenance of all its members, without
excluding or favoring anyone. This is the
foundation ofi the universal destination ofi the
earth’s goods...

The universal right to use the geods of the earth IS
pased on the principle ofi the universal destination
ofi geods. Each persoen must have aceess to the
level off well-being necessany for his full
develepment...

e universal destination oif geeds; reguires a
COMIMGNRI Effiert to eltain e EVEery Persen and er;
all peeples the conditions necessary. fior integial
develepmentt; so that everyone: canl contrbute to
makingela more humane world::
COMPEREIUMIGIFtHENSEEIEINDOCHHIE Gt thENChliEHh
INGsH AL 72, di7S




Subsidiarity

The principle of subsidiarity reminds
us that larger institutions in seciety
should net everwhelm or interfere
with small or lecal institutions, yet
larger Institutieons have essential
respoensibilities when the more lecal
InstitUitions; cannoet adeguately,
pretect human dignity, meet human
needs; andiadvanecerthe Comimon
cjggel, (Feiiniitll Criizarnsnlio N, &)

Participation

In man’s inner dimension are
rooted, In the final analysis, the
commitment to justice and
splidarity, te the bullding up ef a
spciall, econemic and politcal lie

that cerrespends te: Ged s pian
(Cornoericlitiog of ife Seclel) Plocirlrle ojf if)e
Catirern), No, 40




Participation

..It IS necessary that all participate,
each according te his position and
rele, In promoting the commoen good.
This ebligation Is inherent in the
dignity: of the human persoen. . . . As
far as) pessible citizens; shoeuld take
anl active: partin pukliciiie:

CatechiSm o thErCatholichEhich
Noes, 19484015

Participation

In the Catholic Tradition,
responsible citizenship Is a
virtue, and participation i the
political precessiis a moeral
obligatien.

EEntitNCTuZERSHIERNINGS




Faithful Citizenship i1s NOT:

o New Idea

¢ Partisan Politics

+ UCSA

s Religieus Veting Blec

The Church cannoet and must not take
upon herself the political battle to bring
about the mest just society possible. She
cannot and must not replace the State.
Yet at the same time she cannot and must
noet remain en the sidelines in the fighit fer
Justice... [ijhe Churchrwishes to help fierm
consciences in pelitcal life and te
stimulater greater nsight Inte the authentic
reguIrements oif Jjustice: as well as greater;
readiRESS) o) acts accordinglyz:

PEUS Caniitas Est;, No. 28




Faithful Citizenship

In this statement, we bishops do not
intend to tell Cathelics fior whom or
against whem, te vete. Our purpese Is to
help Catholics fermi their censciences in
accordance withr Ged's truth. We recegnize
that the respensibility’ te: make: cholces in
peliticaltlifer rests withr each indivadual in
lIghtt el 2 properly fermed conscience, and
that participaten gees well hbeyond casting
e Voetenn a pafcuiar election:

(No. 7)

Faithful Citizenship

Nes, 84 = S
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Faithful Citizenship i1s NOT:

o New Idea

¢ Partisan Politics

+ UCSA

s Religieus Veting Blec

Faithful Citizenship IS:

¢ Affirmation of Catholic Social
Teaching

— Avoiding Evil and Deing Goeod
¢ Call te Earthifiul Citizenship
— Ferming Consciences
¢ Discussion of the Roele off the
Churxch

9 SUmmanry el Chukrchnieaching
o lisSsues
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Faithful Citizenship

¢ There are some things we must never do,
as individuals or as a society, because
they are always incompatible with| love: of
God and neighber. These intrinsically evil
acts must always: be rejected and never
supported... (Ne. 22).

» Opposition terintrnsically, evill acts, alse
Prompis; Us) Lo FECognIZe: BUr pesitive dutby,
o) contibuUite to the commen geed anad act
I selidaxby/ with these In need: Boith
eppesinaleviliiandideing geed areressential
(INe. 24).

Faithful Citizenship IS:

¢ Affirmation of Catholic Social
Teaching
— Avoiding Evil and Deing Good

¢ Call toe Faithifiul Citizenship
— Ferming Censclences

¢ Discussion of the Role of the
Church

¢ SUmImaRy, el Churchieaching
onlIissues
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Deus Caritas Est

The Church wishes to help form
consciences in poeliticall life and to
stimulate greater insight inte the
authentic reguirements; off Justice as
well as; greater readiness to) act
accordingly, evenwhen this mighi
Invelve conilict wWithr sittiatiens o
persenal Interest (ne. 26).

Faithful Citizenship

...this begins with a willingness and
openness to seek the truth and what
IS right by studying Sacred Scripture
and the teaching of the Church as
contained inl the Catechism, ofi the
Cathelic Church. It is alse Important
O examine the facts and backgreound
INferRaten aleliE VareUS ChOICES:
Eiallys prayersfiuiieilection Is
essenualtterdiscermrthewillifelirGed
(NG: 18):.
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Faithful Citizenship IS:

¢ Affirmation of Catholic Social
Teaching

— Avoiding Evil and Deing Goeod
¢ Call te Earthifiul Citizenship
— Ferming Consciences
¢ Discussion of the Rele of the
Churxch

s SUmmary ei Chukrchnieaching
onrlissues

U.S. Bishops

WA, USCCI9.0K0
Pro-life
Justice & Peace
Education
Migratien
CommuRICaLIoNS
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Call to Family, Community, &
Participation

Christians’ specific contribution to
Justice Is the day-te-day life of
Individual believers: acting like the
leaven| off the Gespel Inr theld iamily,
thelr schowl;, thelr work and! thelr
secialland evic liie:

Julsitielzl 1ol Mitipiele Ne, 24

“God, therefore, makes the choice to
align himself in defense of the weak,
the victims...we, too, must know.
which side to choose...that of the
humble, the least, the poeoer and
weak.”

Pepe Benedict XV
Decemer 7, 2005
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