CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING

Key Themes of Catholic Social Teaching
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"All of humanity must think of
the parable of the rich man
and the beggar. Humanity must
translate it into contemporary
terms, in terms of economy
and politics...

"We cannot stand idly by,
enjoying our own riches and
freedom, if, in any place, the
Lazarus of the twentieth
century stands at our doors.
In the light of the parable of
Christ, riches and freedom
mean a special responsibility.
Riches and freedom create a
special obligation. And so, in
the name of solidarity that
binds us all together in a
common humanity, I again
proclaim the dignity of every
human person: the rich man
and Lazarus are both human
beings, both of them equally
created in the image and
likeness of God, both of them
equally redeemed by Christ, at
a great price..."

Pope John Paul IT, Homily at
Yankee Stadium, October 2,
1979.

MLife and Dignity of the
Human Person
The Catholic Church proclaims
that human life is sacred and that
the dignity of the human person is
the foundation of a moral vision
for society. Direct attacks on
innocent persons are never
morally acceptable, at any stage
or in any condition.This belief is
the foundation of all the
principles of our social teaching.
We believe that every person is
precious, that people are more
important than things, and that
the measure of every institution
is whether it threatens or
enhances the life and dignity of
the human person.

MCaII to Family, Community,
and Participation
The person is not only sacred but
also social. How we organize our
society—in economics and politics,
in law and policy—directly affects
human dignity and the capacity of
individuals to grow in community.
Marriage and the family are the
central social institutions that
must be supported and
strengthened, not undermined.
We believe people have a right
and a duty to participate in
society, seeking together the
common good and well-being of all,
especially the poor and vulnerable.

lg[ Rights and Responsibilities
The Catholic tradition teaches
that human dignity can be
protected and a healthy
community can be achieved only if

human rights are protected and
responsibilities are meft.
Therefore, every person has a
fundamental right to life and a
right to those things required for
human decency. Corresponding to
these rights are duties and
responsibilities--to one another, o
our families, and to the larger
society.

MOpfion for the Poor and
Vulnerable

A basic moral test is how our most
vulnerable members are faring. In
a society marred by deepening
divisions between rich and poor,
our tradition recalls the story of
the Last Judgment (Mt 25:31-46)
and instructs us to put the needs
of the poor and vulnerable first.

MThe Dignity of Work and the
Rights of Workers
The economy must serve people,
not the other way around. Work is
more than a way to make a living;
it is a form of continuing
participation in God's creation. If
the dignity of work is to be
protected, then the basic rights
of workers must be respected--
the right to productive work, to
decent and fair wages, to the
organization and joining of unions,
to private property, and to
economic initiative.

[ Solidarity

We are one human family whatever
our national, racial, ethnic,
economic, and ideological
differences. We are our brothers'
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